Preliminary results of concurrent radiotherapy and chemotherapy in advanced cervical carcinoma: a phase I-II prospective intergroup NCOG-RTOG Study.
Thirty-eight patients with advanced carcinoma of the cervix were prospectively treated with a concurrent combination of radiotherapy (RT) and chemotherapy (CT) using the drugs 5-fluorouracil (5FU), mitomycin C and cis-platinum as part of a Northern California Oncology Group (NCOG) and Radiation Therapy Oncology Group (RTOG) intergroup study. RT consisted of 36.00 Gy to the pelvis in 4 weeks followed by a 9.00-Gy parametrial boost. This was followed by two intracavitary applications for a total of 4000 mg hr of radium equivalent when possible. 5FU (1000 mg/m2/24 hr for 96 hr by iv infusion) and mitomycin C (10 mg/m2/iv bolus) were given during the second week of external RT. 5FU (dose as above) and cis-platinum (75 mg/m2/iv over 6 hr) were given during the first intracavitary application. Of 36 patients evaluable for toxicity, 11% had grade 3 nonhematological toxicity and 11% had reversible grade 4 hematological toxicity. There were no toxic deaths. A complete response rate of 62.5% was obtained overall (median survival not reached). This study suggests that this particular combination of RT and CT in advanced cervical carcinoma is effective and well tolerated.